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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1. 1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1. 17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 6/7/05 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 02 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 4, and 6-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Abe 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,894,792). 

Regarding claim 1, Abe discloses an image forming apparatus (digital copier 10, see 
Figs. 1, 21, and 25), comprising a first memory for storing image data (storage unit 17, column 4, 
lines 10-60), an image input unit for inputting the image data to the first memory (IIT 14, column 

4. lines 10-60), a second memory for storing image forming conditions (integrated job 
management section 100, see Figs. 2 and 6), the image forming conditions being selected from 
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the group consisting of number of copies, magnification, and paper size (column 4, lines 46-60, 
and column 6, line 48-column7, line 58), an image output unit for printing the image data stored 
in the first memory under the image forming conditions stored in the second memory (IOT 16, 
column 4, lines 10-60), command unit for generating a command of discarding the image data 
being printed from the image output unit (UI 12, column 4, lines 15-22, and column 8, line 54- 
column 9, line 35), an image data discarding controller (control section 1 1) for discarding the 
image data stored in the first memory when the command of discarding the image data is 
generated by the command unit (column 7, lines 1-64), while maintaining the associated image 
forming conditions stored in the second memory (column 9, line 43-column 10, line 12), a job - 
stopping controller (control section 11) for stopping a print operation of a job being printed by 
the image output unit (column 9, lines 32-42, see Fig. 8), and an output control means (control 
section 1 1) for causing the output unit to output image data newly input from the image input 
unit after the discarding of image data from the first memory under the maintained image 
forming conditions (column 9, line 32-column 10, line 12), wherein the command unit generates 
a command of discarding the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller 
(column 9, line 13-column 10, line 5, see Fig. 8), and wherein the image data discarding 
controller discards the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller and maintains 
the image forming conditions of the job (column 9, line 13-column 10, line 12). 

Regarding claim 4, Abe discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in claim 
1, and further teaches of means for changing the maintained image forming conditions (column 
6, line 34-column 7, line 58, and column 12, lines 53-67, see Fig. 16). 
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Regarding claim 6, Abe discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in claim 
1 , and further teaches that the image input unit is an image reader for reading the image from the 
original and acquiring the image data, wherein the image output unit and the image reader 
operate independently (column 4, lines 10-60). 

Regarding claim 7, Abe discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in claim 
6, and further teaches that when the image reader is reading another original, the command unit 
generates a command of suspending the reading operation, and at the same time, it generates a 
command of discarding the image data to be printed (column 8, line 54-column 10, line 12, and 
column 13, line 6-column 14, line 46, see Fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 5, Abe discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in claim 
6, and further teaches that when the image reader is reading another original, the command unit 
generates a command of discarding the image data to be printed after the reading operation for 
another original has been completed (column 8, line 54-column 10, line 12, and column 13, line 
6-column 14, line 46, see Fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 9, Abe discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in claim 
1, and further teaches that the image output unit is a printer for printing an image on a paper 
based on the image data (column 4, lines 10-60). 

Regarding claim 10, Abe discloses an image forming apparatus (digital copier 10, see 
Figs. 1,21, and 25), comprising an image reader for reading an original and acquiring image data 
of the original (IIT 14, column 4, lines 10-60), an image memory for storing image data acquired 
by the image reader (storage unit 17, column 4, lines 10-60), a mode memory for storing image 
forming conditions selected for the acquired image data (integrated job management section 100, 
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see Figs. 2 and 6), the image forming conditions being selected from the group consisting of 
number of copies, magnification, and paper size (column 4, lines 46-60, and column 6, line 48- 
column7, line 58), a printer for printing an image on paper, based on the image data stored in the 
image memory, under the image forming conditions stored in the mode memory (IOT 16, 
column 4, lines 10-60), a command unit for generating a command of discarding the image data 
being printed by the printer (UI 12, column 4, lines 15-22, and column 8, line 54-column 9, line 
35), an image data discarding controller (control section 1 1) for discarding the image data stored 
in the image memory when the command of discarding the image data is generated by the 
command unit (column 7, lines 1-64, see Fig. 8), while maintaining the associated image forming 
conditions stored in the mode memory (column 9, line 43-column 10, line 12), a print control 
unit (control section 1 1) for causing the printer to print another image data newly read by the 
image reader after the discarding of image data from the image memory under the maintained 
image forming conditions in the mode memory (column 9, line 32-column 10, line 12), and a job 
stopping controller for stopping a print operation of a job being printed by the printer (column 9, 
lines 32-42), wherein the command unit generates a command of discarding the image data of 
the job stopped by the job stopping controller (column 9, line 13-column 10, line 5, see Fig. 8), 
and wherein the image data discarding controller discards the image data of the job stopped by 
the job stopping controller and maintains the image forming conditions of the job (column 9, line 
13-column 10, line 12). 

Regarding claim 11, Abe disclose the image forming apparatus discussed above in claim 
10, and further teaches of a changing means for changing the maintained image forming 
conditions (column 6, line 34-column 7, line 58, and column 12, lines 53-67, see Fig. 16). 
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Regarding claim 12, Abe disclose the image forming apparatus discussed above in claim 
10, and further teaches that the image reader and the printer operate independently (column 4, 
lines 10-60), and the image memory stores image data for a plurality of jobs (column 4, lines 10- 
60). 

Regarding claim 13, Abe disclose the image forming apparatus discussed above in claim 
12, and further teaches of a print control unit that gives priority to a new job for printing under 
the maintained forming conditions over the rest of the jobs on a waiting list (column 8, line 54- 
column 10, line 12, and column 13, line 6-column 14, line 46, see Fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 14, Abe discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in claim 
12, and further teaches that when the image reader is reading another original, the command unit 
generates a command of suspending the reading operation, and at the same time, it generates a 
command of discarding the image data to be printed (column 8, line 54-column 10, line 12, and 
column 13, line 6-column 14, line 46, see Fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 15, Abe discloses the image forming apparatus discussed above in claim 
12, and further teaches that when the image reader is reading another original, the command unit 
generates a command of discarding the image data to be printed after the reading operation for 
another original has been completed (column 8, line 54-column 10, line 12, and column 13, line 
6-column 14, line 46, see Fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 16, Abe discloses an image forming method comprising storing image 
data in an image memory (storage unit 17, column 4, lines 10-60), storing image forming 
conditions for the image data in a memory (integrated job management section 100, see Figs. 2 
and 6), the image forming conditions being selected from the group consisting of number of 
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copies, magnification, and paper size (column 4, lines 46-60, and column 6, line 48-column7, 
line 58), printing an image on a paper, based on the image data stored in the image memory, 
under the image forming conditions stored in the memory (IOT 16, column 4, lines 10-60), 
generating a command of discarding the image data whose image is being printed (UI 12, 
column 4, lines 15-22, and column 8, line 54-column 9, line 35), stopping a print operation of the 
image data being printed and erasing the image data from the image memory in response to the 
command (column 9, line 32-column 10, line 12, see Fig. 8), while maintaining the associated 
image forming conditions in the memory (column 9, line 32-column 10, line 12), acquiring new 
image data and storing the new image data in the image memory (column 4, lines 10-60, and 
column 9, line 32-columnlO, line 12), and printing a new image on a paper, based on the new 
image data acquired after the discarding of image data from the image memory, under the image 
forming conditions maintained in the mode memory (column 9, line 32-column 10, line 12). 

Regarding claim 17, Abe discloses the image forming method discussed above in claim 
16, and further teaches of the step of changing the maintained image forming conditions (column 
6, line 34-column 7, line 58, and column 12, lines 53-67, see Fig. 16). 

Regarding claim 18, Abe discloses the image forming method discussed above in claim 
16, and further teaches of the step of printing image data of another print job on a waiting list 
after the newly acquired image data has completely been printed (column 8, line 54-column 10, 
line 12, and column 13, line 6-column 14, line 46, see Fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 19, Abe discloses an image forming apparatus (digital copier 10, see 
Figs. 1, 21, and 25), comprising a first memory for storing image data (storage unit 17, column 4, 
lines 10-60), a second memory for storing image forming conditions (integrated job management 
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section 100, see Figs. 2 and 6), the image forming conditions being selected from the group 
consisting of number of copies, magnification, and paper size (column 4, lines 46-60, and 
column 6, line 48-column7, line 58), an image output unit for printing the image data stored in 
the first memory under the image forming conditions stored in the second memory (IOT 16, 
column 4, lines 10-60), a command unit for generating a command of discarding the image data 
being printed from the image output unit (UI 12, column 4, lines 15-22, and column 8, line 54- 
column 9, line 35, see Fig. 8), an image data discarding controller (control section 1 1) for 
discarding the image data stored in the first memory when the command of discarding the image 
data is generated by the command unit (column 7, lines 1-64), while maintaining the associated 
image forming conditions stored in the second memory (column 9, line 43-column 10, line 12), a 
job stopping controller (control section 1 1) for stopping a print operation of a job being printed 
by the image output unit (column 9, lines 32-42, see Fig. 8), wherein the command unit generates 
a command of discarding the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller 
(column 9, line 13-column 10, line 5), and wherein the image data discarding controller discards 
the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller and maintains the image forming 
conditions of the job (column 9, line 13-column 10, line 12), an image input unit for inputting the 
image data to the first memory (IIT 14, column 4, lines 10-60), and an output control unit 
(control section 1 1) for causing the output unit to output image data newly input from the image 
input unit after the discarding of image data from the first memory under the maintained image 
forming conditions (column 9, line 32-column 10, line 12), wherein the first memory stores a 
plurality of image data (column 4, lines 10-60), and the output control means unit gives priority 
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to the newly inputted image data to be printed under the maintained image forming conditions 
over the rest of the image data (column 9, line 32-column 10, line 12). 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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